CHAPTER LXXV
THE MISTLETOE
ELSEWHERE I have conjectured that the view that the mistle-
toe contains the life of the oak may have been suggested by
the position of the plant among the boughs.1 The Gallas of
East Africa say that the mistletoe is grafted on a tree as the
soul is grafted on the body. And they show their veneration
for the plant by gathering it at a special ceremony and placing
it in their houses to bring good luck.2
1 Balder the Beautiful, ii. 279 sq.        nograp/ite   at  des   traditions   popu-
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ligieuses des Gallas," in Revue d'eth-